Brighouse Parent Advisory Council Minutes Sept 23, 2019
3:00pm
Held at Brighouse Elementary School Library
_____________________________________________________________________________________


Members in Attendance: Hayley Atkinson (Chair), Mariya Pivovarova (Treasurer), Tiia-Maria Kitala (Vice treasurer), Chris Hawkey (Secretary), Mr. E. Adjei-Achampong Jr. (Principal), Susan Tse (Vice Principal), Sofiya, Winnie Sibayan, Betty Dai, Lara Seeger, Aleksanoma Zydor, Andrea Lain, Mayyasa, Kate Liu, Sandra Dobrescu
1. Welcome and adoption of Agenda: adjusted to do treasurers report first as Mariya has to leave early.  Note: optional questionnaire provided to all in attendance asking for PAC feedback and wish lists/direction for the year; Hayley to collect.
2. Treasurer’s Report:

a. Gaming account opening balance is 5,670.85.  This amount does not include this year’s expected grant money.  Mariya: application in process now and expected to exceed last year’s $10,000 as we have more students than last year.
b. General account opening balance is 14,258.78. 
c. Presentation and discussion of proposed budget (see separate budget document).  Mariya highlighted that we alternate between subsidizing grade 6/7 camp and granting a field trip subsidy to K-5.  This year is not a camp year, so field trip funds allocated to K-5 ($100/class)
d. Mariya also pointed out the PAC teacher appreciation lunch line item may not be sufficient with so many teachers now.  Mr. A suggested possibly just doing one lunch, in early October on Educators day.  No firm decision made.
e. Vote to accept the 2019-2020 budget.  All in Favour.
3. Chair’s Report

a. Coffee and Muffins on first day was highly successful.  Mr. A says school to cover costs, so not out of PAC budget.
b. The Diabetes donation bin has not been removed yet. Several calls have been made - they say it is still ‘in process’.  Mr. A.: all levels of school board on it to have it (and several others in the district) removed. 
4. Admin’s Report

a. Mr. A - 500+ students this year; will continue working on school goals (STARR) of Safety (additional lunch supervisor, fire drills), Thoughtfulness, Accepting Respect and Responsibility (upcoming assembly to practice).  Will also be focussing on technology this year.
b. At the last PRO-D day Sept 20, teachers and admin discussed results of MDI – a survey of students in Grade 4 and Grade 7 exploring emotional connections to adults and personal well-being.  Results available from him if interested.
c. Mrs. Tse -  Sustainability focus: the website is being updated regularly; a twitter account is also active.  School and Board are pushing School Cash Online which saves paper and is more secure.  Idea presented for future pizza days (not Sept) to have students bring their own plates for pizza day
d. Mrs. Tse – Some teachers are testing out e-portfolio based classes – new optional pilot program where students upload work to electronic portfolios for teacher/parent feedback, and letter grades are replaced with a ‘proficiency scale’.  Details from individual teachers or from Mrs. Tse if your student is involved.
e. Mrs. Tse – it is not a camp year but note that fundraising for next year’s camp should begin in the spring of this year.  Mrs. Tse suggested D.D.A. clothing drive sale as an option – to be explored prior to next spring.
5. New Business

a. Pizza Day this Friday Sept 27
i. Many students are not wanting drinks, but current pricing scheme ‘forcing’ drinks upon them. Motion to alter the pricing structure:
· 1 pc pizza 


$3.00
· 1 pc pizza and drink: 
$4.00
· 2 pc pizza and drink: 
$6.00
·  “sale” price: 

$2.00 (after all classes have been served)

Vote to accept the pricing.  All in Favour.
ii. Chris to buy 13 cases of juice boxes and 2 cases of water before Friday
iii. Kate: lunch time is different now; we need everyone here by 11:15 for 12:00 serving.  We also need more volunteers! Chris and Hayley to both come this Friday as well to help
iv. Winnie is doing forms to classrooms immediately now that new pricing is set.
v. If new volunteers are doing cash taking, they can leave the sale $ with the office for safe keeping until Mariya or another officer can take it to deposit
b. PAC fundraising goals for the year: send ideas to PAC through email or other means before next PAC meeting; discussion and vote will happen next meeting.
c. PAC Community Garden plot: more classes are requesting community garden space (12 requests this year up from 7 last year).  Does the PAC want to donate the plots to for PAC use? No decision made yet.
d. Mrs. I workshop Oct 17 6:30: we need a gift for her – Sandra offered to pick up a plant and card ($20) and will connect with Mariya to get a $15 Amazon card left over from last year.  Will be needed by Oct 17
e. Friday Meet Ups: We used to have a parent meet up to help foster community connection.  Does anyone want to head this up?  Suggestion to make it a coffee and muffin time during drop off (just like first day of school).  Mr. A. offered to get the coffee and muffins, and TUESDAY OCT 15 decided as next day to do this.  Hayley to buy tea.  
f. Halloween Dance: 
i. used to be Saturday night dance and crafts, games in NLC; likely don’t have used of that room this year
ii. Friday, Oct 25 chosen as evening for it (Pro-D day that afternoon)
iii. This year: dance and coloring area, photo booth in the gym
iv. Will need a group of volunteers at least an hour or two before dance to decorate, set up.  Mr. A to take care of music, custodial service for after
v. Hayley to look at old decorations with Andrea, $50.00 budget allocated if needed.
vi. Dance is a potluck of treats/food.  Notice needs to go out reminding of NO nuts, however.  Hayley to make notice.  *note, just water to drink
g. Halloween Movie night: discussion, decision to have no movie night for Halloween
h. PAC meeting times: question was sent that 3:00 meeting times were difficult for some parents to make it to. Discussion on meeting times, but there was no time that all of the executive could make it to in the evenings, so 3:00pm time to continue.
Meeting adjourned 4:35.  Next meeting Monday Oct 21, 2019
